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The talisman-monger, as I discerned from his features,
stern and passive, and  from  the determination  of mind
underlying them, was half-Turk, half-Syrian.    The Syrians
are of a resolute character, and seldom take a step that does
not bring them nearer to the end they keep ever in view.
In this regard they are the antithesis  of the Egyptians,
who  seem  utterly  aimless  if left  to  their own devices.
In  their  attitude towards  work   the   Syrians   are  more
persevering  than   the   Persians,  and   less   conceited   in
character.    They  are   at  their  best   as   men   of  action.
As   men    of  thought   they   are   inferior   both   to   the
Persians, who are the Hamlets of the  East, and to the
Bedouins, whose wild, imaginative spirits  equip them for
pillage and for poetry alike.    They are extremely fond of
music, these cheery sons of a flowery soil, though here, again,
they must yield the palm to the fiery  clansmen of the
Arabian deserts.    The charm-seller, a characteristic speci-
men of his race,  an excellent business   man, was taken
completely by  surprise when   I  asked   him   to   give   a
name to a  certain  cornelian  set  in   silver  gilt  and  in-
scribed with a Kurdn text    " May God  protect me from
Satan," he muttered in pious horror.    " Here is a Muham-
madan who knows not a Bdbdghuli!"     Then, recovering
slowly from his astonishment, he went on  to explain that
it is worn by a Muslim child  in commemoration of the
Aghigheh sacrifice, and I may repeat here that it forms the
chief feature of the cover design to this volume.

After much bargaining I bought a Bdbdghiili for a
couple of Turkish pounds, and found in it, beyond its usual
interest, a magnificent example of Perso-Syrian work. The
cornelian, which is circular in shape and slightly raised in
the middle, is of a rosy shade, and measures about an inch
in circumference. On it is engraved, in the finest Naskh
writing, a short chapter of the Kurdn, which must have cost